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Courses
and
In-school
Support

Welcome
The Literacy Company is a team of experienced and dedicated consultants
who share a passion for English, working with a range of schools to enhance
the curriculum and to improve standards.
Inspire:

sharing engaging texts and high-quality units of work

Support: using tailored programmes to enhance classroom teaching
Develop: empowering the teacher in all areas of English

The support The Literacy
Company has provided for
teachers within Ignite Teaching School
Alliance has been exceptional. A carefully
considered training plan devised by The
Literacy Company is having a signiﬁcant impact
on the quality of teaching in Ignite schools. The
Literacy Company are crucial to ensuring that we
continue to improve outcomes for children across
the Alliance.

Our ethos is to empower teachers and enrich children’s lives by inspiring a love of
literacy. The team care about education and about improving both children’s
and teachers’ lives.

Steve Jevons,
Head of School at St. Bernard’s
RC Primary

Meet the team

Our team of consultants
Catherine Richardson
Sian Collinson

l

l

Linda Neill

Christine Yalland

l
l

Allison Riley
Donna Whittington

Associate consultants
Kelly Jobber

Kate Seager

l

Fiona MacSween
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l

l

Chloe Carberry

Jenni Ogden

l

Business support
Nicole Wright

l

Jeanne Broadbent

Sam Hopkins

Support in schools
How can we support you?
As literacy advisers, we oﬀer bespoke support and training for all schools. To
ensure this support is tailored to the needs of your school, we oﬀer a free initial
consultation with head teachers, senior leaders or through cluster meetings.
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Contact and bookings:
Nicole Wright - Business Support.
E: admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk
T: 07525 268875.
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Costs
Support

Full day

Half day

After

9 – 4pm

9 – 12 noon

school

1 – 4pm
In school support

£475

£275

n/a

development of English

£525

£325

n/a

Inset for 1 school

£700

£400

n/a

Inset for 2 schools

£900

£500

n/a

n/a

n/a

£350

n/a

n/a

£400

n/a

£300

£300

Monitoring and

Staﬀ meeting for 1 school
1.5 hours
Twilight meeting for 1 school
2 hours
Parent workshops
Phonics
Reading
Writing
SATs information
Children’s workshops for
clusters of schools

£100 per school for
n/a

2 pupils and

n/a

1 member of staﬀ
Minimum of 20 pupils
Please note:
All costs quoted for inset and staﬀ meetings are for up to 25 members of staﬀ. If there are more than 25 staﬀ, a
supplement cost will be applied of £15 /£30 per head to cover extra costs (half day and staﬀ meetings or twilight/full day).
Costs of sessions for 2 or more schools are available on request.
Contact and bookings:
Nicole Wright - Business Support. E: admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk. T: 07525 268875.
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COURSES

Book online at
http://theliteracycompany.co.uk/courses-2/

Subject leader twilight sessions

A great cluster of subject leaders
to share ideas to improve practice –
very relaxed atmosphere too –
thank you!

Course description: Providing subject leaders with up-to-date information

Subject leader,
Kingsley CP

required to eﬀectively lead their subject in school.
Twilight one: Eﬀective monitoring of English
Twilight two: Vocabulary development KS1 and KS2
Twilight three: Handwriting
Outcomes: Subject leaders will:
• Review the monitoring of English in their schools
• Gain an understanding of how to teach vocabulary eﬀectively
• Gain an understanding of progression with handwriting
• Be equipped to support all staﬀ with the teaching of handwriting and
vocabulary development
• Take away resources to support staﬀ with handwriting and
vocabulary development

Fantastic as usual!
Subject leader,
Castle View Primary

• Have the opportunity to network with colleagues
• Be informed of Literacy up-dates

Audience: Subject leaders or senior leaders
Dates: Thursday 18th October 2018, Thursday 31st January 2019,
Thursday 25th April 2019

Brilliant course – very informative.
Thank you.
English subject leader,
Neston Primary

Time: 4:00-6:00pm
Venue: Oldﬁeld Primary School, Green Lane, Vicars Cross, Chester CH3 5LB
Course cost: £180+vat for 3 sessions
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NEW COURSE for new English subject leaders
Course description: Providing subject leaders with up-to-date information required to eﬀectively lead their subject
Day one: Monitoring of English, action plan review and analysis of English long-term plans
Day two: Writing mastery and spelling
Day three: Review writing mastery and focus on reading
Outcomes: Subject leaders will:
• Review the monitoring of English in their schools
• Gain an understanding of how to carry out eﬀective monitoring: reviewing
children’s books, learning walks and lesson observations
• Review their English action plans

Learnt so much today. Thank you!
English subject leader,
St Chad’s CE Primary

• Have access to a long-term literacy planning example and have the
opportunity to review their school long term plan
• Learn about the analysis of data linked to English
• Gain an understanding of how to teach spelling eﬀectively
• Gain an understanding of progression with handwriting
• Be equipped to support all staﬀ with the teaching of spelling and handwriting
• Learn about mastery of reading and writing and how to implement this in
school to improve teaching and learning
• Take away resources to support the areas covered
• Have the opportunity to network with colleagues
• Be informed of literacy up-dates
Audience: Subject leaders or senior leaders
Dates: Thursday 18th October 2018, Thursday 7th February 2019,
Wednesday 1st May 2019
Time: 9:15am-3:30pm

Thanks for another great, useful,
informative session. Looking forward
to receiving the electronic resources!
Thankyou!

Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester, CH3 7PT
Course cost: £525+vat for 3 full days
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English subject leader,
Frodsham CE Primary

Twilight sessions for EYFS leads
Course description: This course comprises three twilight sessions with a focus on
developing outstanding literacy teaching in EYFS. It will provide teachers with ideas to
support the development of early reading and writing.
Through an engaging text, twilight session one will investigate the
development of reading in EYFS and how these developing phonic skills can be
promoted within writing. Teachers will leave this twilight with a unit of work to
share with their class.
At twilight session two, teachers will share the work they have completed with

Great ideas that are very useable.
Presented in a very lively, exciting
manner. So easy to listen to BRILLIANT!
EYFS teacher,
The Kings School, Macclesfield

their children. Further ideas will be shared on how to use the environment to
reﬂect children’s developing needs and to support a passion for mark making in
the Early Years. A variety of quality texts will be shared with ideas on how to
promote the development of literacy skills within the environment.
Through the use of poetry and storytelling, twilight session three will
investigate the development of speaking and listening within the Early Years.
Teachers will leave this session with a bank of ideas to promote the
development of literacy with their class.

Audience: EYFS teachers and TAs
Dates: Monday 12th November 2018, Monday 25th February 2019,
Monday 8th April 2019
Time: 4.00-6.00pm
Venue: Horn’s Mill Primary School, Denbigh Close, WA6 0ED
Course cost: £180+vat for three twilight sessions

Fabulous overview of
activities. Clear and
purposeful ideas shared. Loved the
chance to discuss and share ideas
with other teachers. Looking forward to
future sessions with the Literacy
Company.
EYFS teacher,
Lindow County Primary
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Moderation and assessment of writing for years 2 and 6
Delivered by trained LA moderators
Course description: Supporting teachers with accurate judgements for assessment in writing. Teachers will
be given the opportunity to moderate samples of writing and moderate their pupils’ writing. Working alongside
trained and qualiﬁed moderators, teachers will discuss standards and identify next steps for the writing. There
will be the opportunity to track the writing of targeted pupils over the terms, and planning
ideas to support independent writing for later in the spring term will be shared.
Outcomes: Teachers will:
• Feel equipped to return to school and make accurate judgements of their own
children’s writing standards
• Be clear with next steps and take teaching ideas back to school to support
children’s writing

This
has been a wonderful
course. So supportive and
incredibly useful. Great meeting
other teachers, listening to experts
and having professional discussions.
Year 2 teacher,
Davenham Primary

Audience: Year 2 teachers, Year 6 teachers, headteachers and senior leaders
Dates and times:
Year 2: Session 1: Wednesday 28th November from 1.15-4:00pm
Session 2: Tuesday 12th March from 1.15-4.00pm
Year 6: Session 1: Wednesday 28th November from 9.00-11.45am
Session 2: Tuesday 12th March from 9.00-11.45am
Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester, CH3 7PT
Course cost: £180+vat per year group

Everyone giving
advice was knowledgeable
and approachable. Lots of
information given. A good balance of
information sharing and time to
moderate.

So useful. Very informative.
Great opportunities to moderate
with the latest exempliﬁcation
guidance. Fantastic post SAT unit to
consolidate the curriculum.

Year 2 teacher,
Parklands Primary
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Year 6 teacher,
Wistaston Church Lane
Primary

EYFS: Ensuring accurate moderation of writing
Course description: This course comprises two half day sessions and will provide teachers the opportunity to
fully understand the writing expectations of EYFS. Session one will introduce teachers to newly written
exempliﬁcation materials and will explore diﬀerent stages of writing development to ensure a clear
understanding of what developing, expected and exceeding writing looks like. Teachers will be provided with a
unit of work based around an exciting text. This will encourage a community of writers in the
Reception class.
The writing from the unit of work will be shared at session 2 where teachers will
moderate their children’s writing against ELG10. The Literacy Company
exempliﬁcation will be referred to throughout this session. Further ideas will be
given to support writing transition from Reception into Year 1.
Outcomes: Teachers will:
• Feel equipped to return to school and make accurate judgements of their own

It was great to have
the opportunity to moderate
writing with others. So good to
have such an amazing exempliﬁcation
materials booklet to support. Thank
you! Hattie Peck planning was excellent!
EYFS teacher,
St. Winefrides RC Primary

children’s writing standards.
• Feel conﬁdent in enhancing literacy rich environments
• Be clear with next steps for writing

Audience: EYFS teachers, Y1 teachers, teaching assistants, senior leaders
Dates: Wednesday 6th February 2019
Wednesday 22nd May 2019
Time: 1:00-4:00pm

Children choose to write
for a range of purposes.

Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester, CH3 7PT
Course cost: £180+vat
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Brand new reading and writing units for 2018-2019
Does your school encourage a thoughtful and wide-ranging promotion of pupils’ spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development?
Do the texts you use inspire the teaching of SMSC and British values?
Course description: These year group courses will encourage pupils’ enjoyment and fascination in learning
about themselves, others and the world around them. Through inspiring texts that centre around the topic of
refugees, pupils’ English skills will be closely and creatively linked to SMSC and British values. A full unit of work
will be provided for each year group that will include an array of opportunities to further develop the skills of
greater depth writers.
Outcomes: Teachers will:
• Leave with a good grasp of their year group expectations for writing, spelling and reading
• Develop English cross curricular writing skills
• Leave with engaging ideas to further the development of skills that will allow pupils
to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain
• Engage with writing ideas focused around the British values of individual liberty
and mutual respect and tolerance of those with diﬀerent faiths and beliefs
• Gain knowledge of ways to develop pupils’ imagination and creativity in their
learning
• Be equipped to return to school knowing how to challenge able writers

Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester, CH3 7P
Time: 9:15-3.30pm
Course cost: £175+vat
Year group

Date

EYFS

Thursday 28th February 2019

Year 1

Monday 4th March 2019

Year 2

Tuesday 8th January 2019

Year 3

Monday 28th January 2019

Year 4

Wednesday 23rd January 2019

Year 5

Thursday 17th January 2019

Year 6

Wednesday 9th January 2019

page 10

Shared reading development: Upper KS2
Course description: This course will be led by an experienced SATs reading test team leader and will address
the high expectations for reading in the Year 6 reading test. Teachers will be provided with an in-depth
understanding of how to plan, teach and assess all aspects of shared reading to ensure pupils are ready for
2019. Practical strategies to impact on the teaching and learning of reading in upper key stage 2 will be shared:
understanding vocabulary in context, summarising, explaining and justifying inferences,
predicting using literal and inferential detail, making comparisons across texts, and asking
and answering questions. A wide variety of engaging texts to support the teaching of
reading will be explored.
Outcomes: Teachers will:
• Gain a clear understanding of the expectations for the Y6 reading test
• Be equipped to plan systematic, focused shared reading lessons using
appropriate resources and texts

I enjoyed the practical
aspects and seeing what I could
physically do in class to support
reading. The questioning was
informative as were the diﬀerent books.
Year 5 teacher,
Whitby Heath Primary School

• Develop an understanding of organising and teaching shared reading covering a
variety of key strategies

Audience: Subject leaders, Year 6 teachers, teaching assistants
Date: Thursday 22nd November
Time: 1:15-4:00pm
Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester, CH3 7PT
Course cost: £90+vat
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New to Y2 or Y6? New to years 1,3,4 or 5?
Needing some support with your year group expectations and key skills that are to be mastered?
Course description: These year group courses will take place over two afternoon sessions. At session one,
mastering key skills and English subject knowledge will be explored through a range of writing opportunities.
Planning through an engaging text will be looked at over a series of literacy lessons and teachers will become
familiar with progression in key skills for their new year group. At session two, progression in
spelling and reading skills will be considered. Teachers will focus on eﬀective teaching
strategies for reading. There will be a session for Y2 and Y6 teachers to ensure end of
key stage standards are clear for both reading and writing.
Outcomes: Teachers will:
• Leave with a good grasp of their year group expectations for writing, spelling
and reading
• Develop their English subject knowledge through engaging texts
• Leave with inspiring ideas to use with their class

Excellent!
The course has given me a great
motivation to take the teaching of
writing to a new and exciting level.
More like this!
Year 3 teacher,
Brookvale Primary

Venues and times: Helsby Hillside Primary School,
284 Chester Rd, Helsby, Frodsham WA6 0QJ
from 1:15-3:15pm
Black Horse Hill Junior School,
Saughall Massie Road, West Kirby, Wirral, CH48 6DR
from 4:00-6:00pm
Course cost: £120 +vat for 2 sessions

Year group
Year 1

Venue
Helsby Hillside
Black Horse Hill

Year 2

Helsby Hillside
Black Horse Hill

Year 3

Helsby Hillside
Black Horse Hill
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Date
Thursday 11th October
Thursday 21st March
Thursday 4th October
Thursday 28th March
Wednesday 10th October
Tuesday 26th February
Wednesday 3rd October
Wednesday 27th February
Tuesday 9th October
Tuesday 26th March
Monday 15th October
Wednesday 27th March

Year group
Year 4

Venue
Helsby Hillside
Black Horse Hill

Year 5

Helsby Hillside
Black Horse Hill

Year 6

Helsby Hillside
Black Horse Hill

Date
Tuesday 16th October
Tuesday 12th March
Wednesday 21st November
Wednesday 13th March
Wednesday 17th October
Tuesday 19th March
Tuesday 20th November
Wednesday 20th March
Thursday 18th October
Monday 11th February
Monday 19th November
Wednesday 13th February

NQT/RQT sessions - supporting with the journey into teaching
Are you new to teaching and looking for some support with English?
Are you returning to teaching and looking for some inspiring ideas?
Course description: This series of six twilight sessions over the year will provide the
appropriate support, inspiration and personal development to teach English
successfully.
Outcomes: Teachers will:
• Develop a good understanding of the progression in grammar knowledge and
terminology Y1-6

The content and
resources used were greatloved the use of the book ‘Lost and
Found’. So many good ideas.
Practical activities and the sequence
of planning was really useful.
Great delivery and very inspiring.
NQT,
Northenden Community
Primary

• Gain knowledge and conﬁdence with the process of planning a sequence of
lessons towards mastery
• Develop clarity about the purpose, structure and features of non-ﬁction genres
• Understand progression in reading skills across the curriculum and how best
to teach reading to their pupils
• Be equipped to return to school and make accurate judgements of their own
children’s writing and reading standards
Audience: NQTs, RQTs, teachers returning to the profession after a break
Venue and time: Oldﬁeld Primary School, Green Lane,
Vicars Cross, Chester CH3 5LB from 4:00-6:00pm
Course cost: £360+vat for 6 sessions
Session
Session 1:
Grammar and poetry Y1-Y6
Session 2:
Planning for literacy, including
shared and modelled writing
Session 3:
Non-ﬁction writing and spelling
Session 4:
Reading and phonics
Session 5:
Writing assessment
Session 6:
Reading assessment

Date
Wednesday 3rd October 2018
Tuesday 23rd October 2018

Really liked the use of
practical activities and games
to teach phonics. The story was
well suited to a Reception class and
also lent itself to explaining
non-ﬁction texts. Great planning.

Wednesday 23rd January 2019
Tuesday 12th March 2019

RQT,
Castle View Primary

Tuesday 30th April 2019
Tuesday 21st May 2019
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The Literacy Company journey
What is our story?
The company was founded in September 2013 by Linda Neill and Catherine Richardson.
As teachers and local authority advisers, we were passionate about English and saw an opportunity to share our passion
with more than just the schools we were working in.
Now we are a team of 12 consultants with an established track record of excellence and achievement in education.
Our consultants are all passionate about English and love sharing this with others. All our training, workshops and support
gets evaluated by delegates and participants. We are extremely proud of the positive evaluations and comments from
people who choose The Literacy Company. Comments such as ‘I feel that this is the best course I have ever been on and I’ve
been teaching for nearly 20 years, so that’s praise indeed. Thank you for a fantastic day!’ This is also backed up by delegates
returning year after year.
Schools have reported that the oﬃce for standards in Education (OFSTED) have praised
teaching that has come about in schools as a result of training or support from
The Literacy Company.
We are also very proud of our achievements. Those achievements have
included reaching the ﬁnals of the 2016-2017 High Sheriﬀ Awards for
Enterprise in the category of Cheshire Business Leaders and winning third
place in 2018 Educate North Awards in the University Entrepreneur category.
The business has grown through reputation and recommendation. We now
deliver courses and support packages all over the UK and beyond: Cheshire
West and Chester, Halton, Warrington, St. Helen’s, Manchester, Cheshire East,
Shropshire, Bolton, Wirral, Birmingham and London. The Literacy Company now
works with over 300 schools across these regions and has expanded
internationally running courses and support with schools in Europe and Dubai.

Please
visit our website
for more information
about us and to find out
about our new and
exciting products:

theliteracycompany.co.uk
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Something new from The Literacy Company launching 2018-2019

Pathways to write is a brand-new process and methodology designed to equip children with key skills to move
them through the writing process towards their ﬁnal destination and outcome. The units of work follow a mastery
approach to the teaching of writing with children having the opportunity to practise their skills along the way before
applying them into an extended piece of writing.
Each unit consists of three essential stages: The Gateway, The Pathway and Writeaway. To support this
approach, clear and detailed lesson plans are provided linked to a high-quality text along with all the resources
needed to create engaging and purposeful English lessons. Pathways units can also be used thematically with
topics linking across all year groups for a whole school approach to writing.
Within each unit, there will be three new age-related skills for children to work on and master through a variety of
activities and writing opportunities. By limiting the number of skills, children can really hone their writing
techniques and this provides an excellent, focussed assessment opportunity for teachers.
At regular intervals there will also be suggestions for extending greater depth writers within the context of the
lesson. These are simple, manageable and eﬀective tasks with little additional planning required.
The Gateway (1-2 lessons)
The journey begins at our Gateway with a ‘hook’ session to intrigue and enthuse our young writers and provide
them with a purpose for writing.
The Pathway (10 lessons)
Along the Pathway is where children will be introduced to each of their three new writing skills. Each step along the
path leads them closer to their end result and they will have many opportunities to apply what
they have learnt in a range of purposeful tasks.

For

Writeaway (4 lessons)
This ﬁnal stage of the journey is where our followers of the Pathway get the
opportunity to apply the three skills they have mastered along the way (as well as reusing previously taught skills.) The last few steps they need to complete will see them
planning, writing, checking, redrafting and publishing in order to achieve their goal.
Keys Key skills underpin the Pathways journey and so children will have the
opportunity to collect keys as they master each new skill. This will help children to build
up their writing ‘toolbox’ and help them to apply their skills across a range of writing.
There are three types of keys referred to within Pathways to write: mastery keys, gateway
keys and feature keys.

further information on
Pathways to write,
please contact

admin@
theliteracycompany.co.uk
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The focus on giving the
children opportunities to
demonstrate that they are working
at greater depth has certainly had a
huge impact on our teaching and learning
and has given us many ideas that can be
adapted for other texts. Highly
recommended – thank you so much for
such a positive experience.
Kathy Crowe - Headteacher,
Guilden Sutton Primary

Excellent!
The course has given me a great
motivation to take the teaching of
writing to a new and exciting level.
More like this!
Year 3 teacher,
Brookvale Primary

theliteracycompany.co.uk
E: admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk
T: 07525 268875.

