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Queen of the Falls 

by Chris Van Allsburg 
 

 
 

Year 5 Pathways to Write: Autumn 1 
 

Additional texts: 
Goodnight Stories for Rebel Girls: 100 Tales of Extraordinary Women by Elena Favilli and 

Francesca Cavallo 
The Amazing Tale of Ali Pasha by Michael Foreman 

The boy who swam with piranhas by David Almond (class novel to link) 
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Pathways to Write approach 
 

 Gateway  
Hook the pupils into learning 
Establish Gateway keys 
 
 Pathway 
Teach and repeat Mastery keys 
Practise and apply in new contexts 
Identify Feature keys 
 
 Writeaway 
Plan (sequence, section, share with a friend) 
Write 
Check against Mastery keys 

 

National curriculum skills for this unit: 
Spoken language: 

• Articulate and justify answers 

• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives  

• Use Standard English 

• Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations 
and debates 

• Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

• Consider and evaluate different viewpoints 
 
Reading comprehension: 

• Draw inferences (characters feelings, thoughts and motives); justify with evidence 

• Predict from details stated and implied 

• Summarise main ideas, identifying key details 

• Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

• Evaluate author’s language choice 

• Distinguish between fact and opinion 

• Participate in discussion about books 

• Explain and discuss understanding of reading 

• Provide reasoned justifications for views 
 
Writing composition:  

• Identify the audience and purpose of writing 

• Note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 

• Enhance meaning though selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary 

• Describe settings, characters and atmosphere 

• Propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 
clarify meaning 

• Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 
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Outcome: Recount writing 
 

Writing outcome:  
To write a series of diaries about significant events in Annie Edson Taylor’s life 
 
Greater depth writing outcome:  
To write a series of diaries about significant events in Annie Edson Taylor’s life including 
viewpoints on other characters e.g. Frank Russell or Fred Truesdale 
 

 
 
 

  
Pathways to Write keys 

Gateway keys 
(non-negotiables/basic skills) 

 Mastery keys 
(year group national curriculum 

expectations) 

Feature keys 
(vocabulary, manipulating 

sentences and tense, structure) 

• Use punctuation at Y4 
standard correctly (full stops, 
capital letters, exclamation 
marks, question marks, 
commas in a list, commas 
after fronted adverbials, 
apostrophes for contraction 
and possession) 

• Use fronted adverbials 
• Use a variety of verb forms 

consistently and correctly 
• Organise paragraphs around 

a theme 

• Identify the audience for 
and purpose of writing 

• Organise paragraphs around 
a theme with a focus on 
more complex narrative 
structures 

• Use commas after fronted 
adverbials 

• Use commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid ambiguity 
in writing  
 

• Engage reader through use 
of description, feelings and 
opinions 

• Use adverbs and fronted 
adverbials (with doubt in my 
mind, anxiously, afterwards) 

• Use rhetorical questions to 
engage reader 

• Use consistent 1st person 
• Write in consistent tense 

including progressive and 
perfect forms 

• Include the 5Ws – who, 
what, where, when, why and 
how 
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Working wall suggestion: 
 

 

 
Display Feature keys 
 

Consider creating a working wall with a background of a 
waterfall (Niagara Falls).  
 
The working wall should focus on recount genre with 
each rock on the display featuring each of the 5Ws – 
who, what, when, where, why.  
 
As the Feature keys are investigated, they should be 
displayed on the waterfall e.g. fronted adverbials and 
rhetorical questions. 

 
Developing vocabulary 
 
Developing a rich and varied vocabulary is a key skill which supports all areas of learning. 
Vocabulary falls into different categories: 

Tier 1 – Day to day vocabulary usually spoken in the simplest form e.g. bag, table, 
run, shop.  
Tier 2 – These words can have the same meaning as Tier 1 words. However, they are 
not used as frequently e.g. satchel, desk, sprint, grocery store. They can also be 
words which have more than one meaning. 
Tier 3 – These words are more technical and subject specific.  

 
Vocabulary to explore within this unit: 
 

NC Word List  
– Years 5 and 6 

Developing Vocabulary 

 
achieve 

bruise curiosity 
desperate 
disastrous 
embarrass 
especially 

immediately 
 

 
marvellous 

muscle 
opportunity 
profession 

queue 
recommend 

sacrifice 
temperature 

 

 
restless 
fearless 

outstretched 
visible 

cascading 
plunge 

pounding 
hypnotised 

survive/survival 
adjusted 

discombobulation 
spectators 

 

 
remarkable 
locomotive 

handkerchiefs 
barrel 

lecture halls 
currents 

downriver 
shoreline 

widow 
rapids 

waterfall 
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Gateway: Hook the pupils into the context of learning 
through a stimulus, a concrete experience, use of art, drama or role play 

to provide the why of learning. 

Session 1: 
 
Participate in 
discussions and 
debates 
 
Gain, maintain 
and monitor the 
interest of the 
listener(s) 
 
Consider and 
evaluate different 
viewpoints 
 
Predict from 
details stated and 
implied 
 
Identify how 
language, 
structure and 
presentation 
contribute to 
meaning 
 
 

 

Share the following quotes with the pupils.  

(These are both from Queen of the Falls, but the title and cover should not be shared 

with the pupils until after this lesson.) 

‘And I am content when I can say, ‘I am the one who did it.’’ 

‘It looked like the end of the world, beautiful and dreadful, all at once.’ 

 

Pick up on the vocabulary, person/viewpoint and tenses – who did it, looked like, 

beautiful and dreadful. 

Use this to predict the text, the person and the event/setting.  

What type of text is this? 

What has this person achieved? How do you know? What are the clues? 

What could be at the end of the world? 

 

Read the following quote from a book review of Queen of the Falls by Common Sense 

Media ‘…Whether her daredevil feat should be commended as courageous or 

questioned as insane is something the reader will have to decide. The story, though, is 

fascinating…’ https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/queen-of-the-falls 

 

Discuss: 

What is a daredevil?  

Do you know any daredevils? 

What kind of things do daredevils do? 

Have you heard of any YouTube/Instagram daredevils in the news? 

 
Watch the video of Danny Macaskill riding his mountain bike on The Ridge, Cuillin 
Mountains, Isle of Sky https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQ_IQS3VKjA 
Show pupils one of Danny Macaskill’s Instagram posts featuring his bike in a range of 
locations. Look at the hashtags as key words to describe the daredevil feats: 
https://www.instagram.com/danny_macaskill/?hl=en 
Work together in groups to create a list of daredevil vocabulary for hashtags e.g. 
#stuntmaster #bigair #highlife #ontheedge 
 
Look at the real-life picture of Annie next to her barrel from the back page of Queen of 
the Falls. Predict Annie’s daredevil act using the clues on the side of the barrel. 
 
 
Pupils create an Instagram post for Annie Edson Taylor with a short description of her 
‘daredevil feat’ based on predictions and create appropriate hashtags. Introduce some 
of the tier 2 and 3 vocabulary. 
e.g. 
Can you guess who is ready for a daredevil feat? #crazylady #barrelmaker #1901 
#heroineofthefalls #waterfalldiver #taketheplunge 
 
Debate the point: Daredevil feats should be commended as courageous or questioned 
as insane? 
 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/queen-of-the-falls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQ_IQS3VKjA
https://www.instagram.com/danny_macaskill/?hl=en
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Independent 
writing 
opportunity  
(optional) 
 
Assess application 
of previously 
taught skills 

Use this an opportunity to assess previously taught mastery skills from the end of Y4 
and apply Gateway keys: 
 

• Use punctuation at Y4 standard correctly (full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, 
question marks, commas in a list, commas after fronted adverbials, apostrophes for 
contraction and possession) 

• Use fronted adverbials 

• Use a variety of verb forms consistently and correctly 

• Organise paragraphs around a theme 
 

Discuss the structure of the diary together as a class. Give time for pairs to talk through 
(Sequence, section, share with a friend). Encourage pupils to plan their own diaries 
independently. 
e.g. 

Feelings before the 
daredevil feat 

5Ws (who, what, when, 
where, why) 
Details about what has 
been achieved 

Feelings of achievement 
after the event 

 
 
 

  

 
 
Pupils write a diary entry in role as Danny Macaskill completing his ride on the ridge or 
create a diary of a daredevil moment in own life. 
 
Assess Gateway keys. 
 

 

Pathway: teach and repeat key skills and practise 
and apply in new contexts. 

Session 2: 
 
Give well-
structured 
descriptions, 
explanations and 
narratives 
 
Gain, maintain 
and monitor the 
interest of the 
listener(s) 
 
 
Identify the 
audience for and 
purpose of 
writing 
 

 
Look at an image of Niagara Falls (see resources). 
 
List as many words as you can think of in one minute when you see this image. 
Where is this? How do we know? 
Snowball up with a partner. Choose 5 words from both pupils’ lists. Place the words in 
alphabetical order.  
Use these words in the correct order to write a positive description of Niagara Falls. 
Convince your reader that it is an amazing place. 
 
Explain that through this text and unit of work the first Mastery key is to ‘identify the 
audience for and purpose of writing’ which means considering who we are writing to 
and what for as this affects vocabulary and grammar choices. 
 
Watch the short film clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sHQYwNKJzU 
Is there anything you would now like to add to your description?  
Consider all senses. 
 
Discuss in small groups the things you might say to a friend if you went to visit Niagara 
Falls. How would you start a post card home? What is the purpose of a postcard? 
e.g. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sHQYwNKJzU
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Hello my friend, 
We haven’t chatted for a while. Hope you are well! You won’t believe where I am? 
Niagara Falls. You know how much I’ve always wanted to go there. Well, I’m here and 
it’s amazing! The view from the top of the horseshoe is outstanding, but you do get a 
little soaked when you’re up there… 
 
 
Pupils write a postcard to a friend to describe how amazing this place is and why they 
should visit.  
 
Read aloud postcards. Evaluate and edit based on purpose and audience. 
Is the description positive? 
Has language been used to demonstrate friendship with the reader? 
 
Model how to make changes to add to the effect on the reader. 
 

Session 3: 
 
Participate in role 
play and 
improvisations 
 
Explain and 
discuss 
understanding of 
reading 
 
 
Identify the 
audience for and 
purpose of 
writing 
 
Organise 
paragraphs 
around a theme 

Read the text on Page 2: 
‘Imagine being as small as a flea, standing on a pavement next to an open fire 
hydrant…then all eyes were frozen on the churning water below.’ 
What is Annie’s extraordinary trip?  
How does this make you feel? 
 
Make mini view finders from card by cutting out a rectangle in the middle e.g. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take the viewpoint of one of the ‘restless crowd of thousands’ waiting impatiently. 
What would you have seen on that October day in 1901? Re-watch video from previous 
day if necessary. 
 
Focus the pupils in on elements of the picture using the viewfinder. Take ‘photographs’ 
(mental images based on the illustration) of the top of the falls, the water at the 
bottom, the rocks, the crowd.  
What could you see, hear, feel if you were there? Match to descriptions in the text… 
‘an endless cloud of mist’ 
‘an open fire hydrant’ 
‘the earth at its base practically shakes’ 
‘outstretched hands pointed to the crest of the cascading wall of water’ 
 
Create senses grids (5 mins) in large groups (6-8 pupils) based on the ‘photographs’ 
taken. 

See Hear Feel 

  
 

 

 
Describe the scene in the photographs orally to a partner using language from the text 
and the senses grid  
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e.g.  
I watched the water tumbling and cascading over the falls and it made a noise like a 
roaring locomotive. 
 
 
Pupils write the scene in first person from the viewpoint of one of the ‘restless crowd 
of thousands’.  
 
Use two ‘photographs’ to support paragraphing  
e.g. 

 

Top of the falls  
and cloud of mist 
 

 

Bottom of the              
falls on trembling 
earth 
 

 
 
Pupils write two paragraphs to retell the scene from October 24th, 1901 focusing in on 
two areas: the audience being friends or relatives. Which information would they need 
to feel like they were there too? Ensure clear descriptions of both ‘photographs’. 
 
Planning: 

Top of the falls and cloud of mist 
Bottom of the falls on the trembling 

earth 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Session 4: 
 
Distinguish 
between fact and 
opinion 
 
Draw inferences 
(characters’ 
thoughts, feelings 
and motives); 
justify with 
evidence 
 
 
Use commas to 
clarify meaning 
or avoid 
ambiguity in 
writing 
 
 

Part 1 (Reading): 
Read text from page 4 to page 8: “Why had so many people gathered… to …Niagara 
Falls in a barrel”. 
 
Pose the following questions to the class. In pairs, reread the text and answer the 
questions. Discuss what our first impressions of Annie are. 
 
What information can we retrieve from the text about Annie? 
How old is she? 
Where does she live? 
What is her job? 
Does Annie have a family? 
 
What can we infer about Annie from her actions? 
Is she an adventurous person? Does she like exploring? 
‘She was too proud’ – what does this tell us? 
Why does she not have any money? 
How does she feel about her father? 
 
Complete the character alphabet sheet for Annie (see resources). Highlight any words 
that are relevant to Annie. Take it in turns with a partner. Justify each word choice with 
evidence from the text. 
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Read up to page 12 ‘…strap herself in securely.’ 
What else have we found out about Annie from the text? 
(filled with excitement, full of ideas, determined, day dreamer, 
convincing, doubtless, intelligent, forward-thinking). 
Complete a character profile for Annie Edson Taylor (see 
resources). Consider what she thinks about, how she feels at this 
moment in the text, what she might say to anyone doubting her 
idea and what actions she has carried out. 
 
Part 2 (Writing): 
Create sentences about Annie. Recap using a variety of multi-clause sentences from 
Y4. Investigate how commas are used in the text when a subordinate clause is used at 
the front of a sentence e.g. When she shared her plans to ride in the barrel over 
Niagara Falls, the man looked at Annie in disbelief. 
 
 
Pupils write sentences about Annie ensuring commas are used correctly to clarify 
meaning  
e.g. 
When Annie closed her charm school, she came up with an idea to make her rich. 
Although Annie was 62, she still loved travel and exploration. 
Greater depth: Write a paragraph about Annie applying a range of sentence types. 
Consider order within paragraph. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writeaway: Independent writing 
Sequence, section, share with a friend. Pupils apply all Mastery keys and Feature 

keys within an extended context. Pupils reflect and evaluate their learning. 

Session 12: 
 
Note and develop 
initial ideas, 
drawing on 
reading and 
research 
 
Enhance meaning 
though selecting 
appropriate 
grammar and 
vocabulary 
 
 
Identify the 
audience for and 
purpose of 
writing 
 

 
This session focuses on the structure of a diary text. 
 
Re-read and discuss the Ali Pasha text in small groups. Use post-it notes to create a 
timeline of the structure of the diary (see resources)  
e.g.  

 
 
Through shared writing, section the diary text taking the pupils’ input from their group 
work. This will create a planning frame for them to plan own diaries.  
What does each paragraph tell us? What length are the paragraphs? 
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Pupils should choose 3 key events or times in Annie Edson Taylor’s life to write a series 
of diary entries. Use timeline created to support with this.  
 
 
Pupils note initial ideas onto a planning frame as above. Each new diary entry should 
be planned on a planning frame. Pupils may choose events, dates or times to create 
sub-headings for each diary. 
Greater depth:  As it is the beginning of Y5, the task for greater depth writers should 
remain similar to the task for the majority of the class. Encourage pupils, who were 
identified as working above the expected level in Y4, to add into their series of 
diaries, Annie’s viewpoint on another character e.g. Frank Russell or Fred Truesdale. 
 

Session 13 & 14: 
 
Enhance meaning 
though select 
appropriate 
grammar and 
vocabulary 
 
Describe settings, 
characters and 
atmosphere 
 
 
Apply all Mastery 
and Gateway 
keys  
 
 
 

 
Pupils re-read their planning. Begin writing diary entries following the structure of the 
model and the Feature keys.  

• Engage reader through use of description, emotions and opinions 

• Use adverbs and fronted adverbials (with doubt in my mind, anxiously, afterwards) 

• Use rhetorical sentences to engage reader 

• Use consistent 1st person 

• Write in consistent tense including progressive and perfect forms 

• Include the 5Ws – who, what, where, when, why and how 
 

Teacher may model particular sections or work with a guided group on Mastery keys if 
needed. Where possible, the writing (or sections of the writing) should be written 
independently for assessment of Mastery keys. 
 
 
Pupils write diary entries over several days. 
Greater depth:  Include in their series of diary entires, Annie’s viewpoint on another 
character e.g. Frank Russell or Fred Truesdale. The writer should make it clear 
Annie’s feelings towards that character e.g. how disappointed she feels about how 
Frank Russell treated her. 
 

Session 15: 
 
Propose changes 
to vocabulary, 
grammar and 
punctuation to 
enhance effects 
and clarify 
meaning 
 
Proof-read for 
spelling and 
punctuation 
errors 

Check 

 

When the diaries have been written, reflect on Mastery keys:  
 
Can they plan writing by identifying the audience for and purpose of writing? 
Can they organise paragraphs around a theme with a focus on more complex 

narrative structures? 

Have they used commas after fronted adverbials? 

Are they using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing? 
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Give pupils the opportunity to reflect and evaluate their writing. Allow time for pupils 
to make revisions and corrections. Pupils to use a partner to support with this. Focus 
on the Mastery keys. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Session 1 
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Session 4 

Who is Annie Edson Taylor? 

Select words that describe the character of Annie. Highlight in one colour. Can 

you explain your choices?  
 

A  

argumentative   agile   anxious 

N    

narrow-minded   nauseating   noble 

B   

brave   boastful    bewildered 

O   

organised   observant    obnoxious 

C  

courageous   cheerful    cowardly 

P   

patient   persevering   passionate 

D   

daring   disappointed   determined 

Q   

quarrelsome   quick witted 

E    

excited   energetic    enthusiastic 

R   

repulsive     rebellious    reliable 

F    

forward-thinking   frustrated    frail 

S    

scrawny    sombre    sluggish 

G    

gawky    generous    graceful 

T   

tactless   tolerant     trailblazing 

H   

haphazard     headstrong     helpful 

U   

unpredictable   understanding unhappy 

I   

inventive    indecisive   interested 

V    

victorious    vain    valiant 

J    

jaunty    jubilant      jovial 

W   

witty   wealthy     wheezing 

K    

knobbly    knowledgeable   know-all 

X 

L   

loyal    level-headed     lonely 

Y   

youthful   yielding    yearning 

M   

malicious    miserable   mysterious 

Z    

zealous    zany    zestful 
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Session 4 – Character profile 
 

Annie Edson Taylor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
1 
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Session 12 - Timeline  

Based on the diary in ‘The Amazing Tale of Ali Pasha’ p.29-30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 

Sub-heading for time or day of the event: 

Introduction Description of the event 
Memories 

Ending 
• Brief description of the event  

(present tense) 

• Summary of 5Ws 

• Thoughts, feelings, rhetorical questions 

• Describe what happened including the main 

events, people, places (past tense) 

• Thoughts, feelings, rhetorical questions 

 

 

• Refer to earlier memories  

• Share feelings about people or the event 

described 

• Thoughts, feelings, rhetorical questions 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief introduction to the event. 

Summary of the 5Ws 

Refer to memories. Share any worries 

and feelings about characters or the 

event 

Detailed description of the main event 

including descriptions of people and places 

Thoughts, feelings and rhetorical questions throughout the diary 


