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We have been working with
The Literacy Company since June

2017 and have seen 
a real improvement in the quality of

teaching and learning of English 
throughout that time. 

We have found the support offered to 
be invaluable and highly effective.

Chris Short - Head Learner,
Bradshaw Community Primary

School, Warrington


 is now firmly

established within our school and the
progress that we have seen in less than a

year is truly fantastic.
I cannot recommend this company or 

this programme highly enough.

James Smith – Assistant Headteacher,
Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School

and Nursery, Liverpool




Courses
and
In-school
Support









 

  

 






  



   

  


The support 
The Literacy Company has

provided for teachers within 
Ignite Teaching School Alliance has been

exceptional. A carefully considered training 
plan devised by The Literacy Company is 

having a significant impact on the quality of
teaching in Ignite schools. The Literacy Company 

is crucial to ensuring that we continue 
to improve outcomes for children across 

the Alliance.

Steve Jevons - Head of School,
St. Bernard’s RC Primary,

Cheshire





 




 



 




 

 






     
    
   
  
   
  

 

    



 
    
 

   
  

   



  



   
 

   

   

  

 

 



 



 
 

  

  
 

 
 

 






   


   
      
        
       

      

            
     

       
  

      

Throughout our unit
of work on 

, the learning has been
amazing, both in terms of literacy

and the less tangible skills of
empathy and understanding.

Year 2 teacher,
Cuddington Primary School,

Cheshire 

 



Six
detailed units

of work for each
year group from
EYFS to Year 6

Fully
resourced
sessions 

inspired by
engaging 

textsDevelops
vocabulary,

reading and writing
skills through 
the mastery

approach

Challenges
greater depth

writers




 

  

New
approaches to

teaching writing are
reaping rewards.

Ofsted,
Lache Primary School,

Chester
February 2019

The work of leaders and
teachers to put in place new

approaches to the teaching of writing has
been particularly effective. Staff have 

welcomed these approaches and pupils are 
making stronger progress in writing in Key stage 1 

and Key stage 2 as a result. Current higher-attaining
pupils in key stage 1 are making stronger 

progress than before in writing. During the 
inspection, when writing about toys from the 
past, pupils in Year 2 used their knowledge of
grammar to produce work of a high standard.

Ofsted,
Bradshaw Community Primary School,

Warrington
March 2019

Links
creatively to

the wider
curriculum

 



 

 


   

• Six core units of work for each year group built around the mastery approach to writing 
• Long term overview with clear links to the wider curriculum
• Materials to ensure effective and progressive teaching of text types 
• Progression in mastery document to support teachers in adapting planning to suit the needs of individuals

• Packages built around exploring the wider curriculum through English:
themes include refugees and protecting the environment

• Additional units for each year group to enhance the development of
vocabulary through poetry linked to the core units

 
 

• Training for all staff in the methodology

    


• Training for all staff in the methodology

     • Consultants work alongside teachers to ensure effective implementation and pitch of
 through planning support, modelled lessons or team teaching

• Option to repeat termly

     • Support with adaptation of planning to suit mixed age classes
• Development of long-term plans and rolling programmes to ensure full coverage of skills over time

    


• Effective intervention support to enhance progress in writing skills and provide clear modelling of
ways to adapt planning to suit needs

     • Full day to support the monitoring of English and to consider next steps for subject leader action plan

      • Staff meeting or twilight with a focus on effective application of national curriculum skills
• 1:1 moderation to consider progress and gaps in learning for all ability groups
• Option to repeat termly

   


• Subject leader support to create an effective, bespoke curriculum led by the  texts 
• Support in exploiting connections between the Pathways units and the wider curriculum

     
 

• Staff meeting, twilight or 1:1 planning support:
• vocabulary development
• embedding effective strategies for shared reading through the  linked novels
• effective application of phonic skills through the  programme

 



2020 – 2021 Phonics support package

To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Dates: Times:

Session 1: Subject leaders/phonics leads/school leaders Tuesday 22nd September 2020 9.15am to 3.30pm

Session 2: Subject leaders/phonics leads/school leaders Tuesday 6th October 2020 1.00pm to 4.00pm

Session 3: Subject leaders/phonics leads/school leaders Tuesday 3rd November 2020 1.00pm to 4.00pm

Session 4: Teachers and teaching assistants Tuesday 17th November 2020 1.00pm to 4.00pm

Session 5: Teachers and teaching assistants Tuesday 1st December 2020 1.00pm to 4.00pm

Venue: Meadowside Primary School, 

Clough Avenue, Warrington WA2 9PH

Cost: £425+VAT per delegate for all 5 sessions

Course description: This package of up to 5 sessions will equip schools with everything they need to successfully deliver,

monitor and assess phonics. 

Session one will explore each phase of phonic development as covered in the Letters and Sounds document and how this links

to the development of early reading and spelling skills. Practical activities will be shared and support will be provided in order to

drive forward standards.

Session two will further examine the Letters and Sounds document and the principles behind delivering a successful phonics

programme. Models of exemplary teaching sessions will be shared with time for discussion and evaluation. 

Session three will focus on using high quality, engaging texts to develop pupils’ phonic application in reading and writing.

Assessment practices will be shared and pupils’ work will be examined in order to identify strength and provide support for

next steps.

Session four will focus specifically on early phonics development, making links between the Letters and Sounds document and

EYFS profile. Teaching models will be explored alongside exemplifications for application and activities to take back to school. 

Session five will focus on the next stages of phonics development (phases 4&5), making links between the Letters and Sounds

document and the National Curriculum. Suitable activities and models of teaching will be shared along with examples of

application. This session will also focus on ensuring pupils are prepared for the Y1 Phonics Screening Check.

Audience: Subject leaders, phonics leads and school leaders (sessions 1-3), teachers and teaching assistants (sessions 4&5).

The package allows for one delegate at each session

Clear information
about the whole phonics

process. Helped to see the clear
progression and links that 

are needed as a 
subject leader.

Teacher
Over St John’s

Primary

Fantastic
explanation and
clarification of 

each phase.

Teacher
Meadow Primary



To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Course description: This course comprises three twilight sessions with a focus on developing outstanding

literacy teaching in EYFS. It will provide teachers with ideas to support the development of early reading and

writing through engaging texts.

Twilight session one will investigate communication at the heart of literacy and key strategies to support

language development. Practical activities will be shared to take back to each setting.

Twilight session two will involve feedback from session one activities and a focus on the development of

phonics and reading in the Early Years. An engaging unit of work will be shared for teachers to take back to

school and use to enhance provision for reading and writing across the environment. 

Twilight session three will begin by sharing outcomes from the previous unit of work 

with the opportunity to moderate with colleagues. 

Audience: EYFS leads and teachers

2020 – 2021 Twilight sessions for EYFS practitioners and leads

The detail,
resources and 
expertise were 

excellent.

EYFS teacher
Runcorn 
All Saints

Dates: Times:

Session 1: Tuesday 20th October 2020 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Session 2: Tuesday 26th January 2021 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Session 3: Tuesday 30th March 2021 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester, CH3 7PT

Cost: £180+VAT per delegate for all 3 sessions



Course description: This course comprises three sessions: two half day sessions and one full day session.

During this course, teachers new to Year 2 will become familiar with and increase their understanding of the

process of finalising KS1 teacher assessment for reading and writing. Delegates will have the opportunity to

discuss assessment and moderate their pupils’ work alongside other Year 2 teachers. They will also take away

practical ideas for use in the classroom, including an exciting unit of work based around engaging texts.  

Outcomes: Teachers will:

• Gain a clear understanding of the expectations for end of KS1 for both reading and writing

• Be reassured about subject knowledge and progression in the teaching of Year 2 skills across the year

• Be equipped to moderate pupils’ reading and writing with confidence

• Gain a greater knowledge of quality texts that will inspire pupils’ writing skills and encourage effective

reading development

Audience: Teachers new to Year 2, KS1 leaders and English subject leaders

2020 – 2021 New to Year 2 

Dates: Times:

Session 1: Wednesday 8th July 2020 1.00pm to 4.00pm

Session 2: Monday 28th September 2020 9.15am to 3.30pm

Session 3: Monday 8th February 2021 1.00pm to 4.00pm

To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Venue: Bridgewater House, North Road, Ellesmere Port, CH65 1AF

Cost: £265+VAT per delegate for all 3 sessions

A brilliant course
– thank you!

Year 2 teacher
St Margaret Mary’s 

Catholic Infant School

There was great
coverage of the Year 2

curriculum and fantastic
ideas about how to teach

different aspects.

Year 2 teacher
Eaton Primary School 



Date: Wednesday 3rd February 2021  

Time: 9.15am to 3.30pm

Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester CH3 7PT

Cost: £175+VAT per delegate

To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Course description: This new reading course will address the expectations for reading in the Year 2 reading

test and provide clarity around the end of KS1 teacher assessment. Teachers will be guided through a revision

unit for reading based around high quality texts. Key reading strategies will be investigated.

Outcomes: Teachers will:

• Gain a clear understanding of the expectations for the Year 2 reading test

• Be equipped to teach focused, shared reading lessons using appropriate resources and texts

• Develop an understanding of key reading strategies that will support pupils’ reading progress

Audience: Year 2 teachers, subject leaders, teaching assistants

2020 – 2021 BRAND NEW Year 2 reading revision course

Fantastic practical
resources and planning.

Amazing subject knowledge. 
I can’t wait to use the 

resources.

Year 2 teacher
Our Lady’s Catholic 

Primary

Super
opportunities to

ensure the children 
are writing different 

genres.

Year 2 teacher
Parklands Community 

Primary School 



Course description: This course comprises three sessions: two half day sessions and one full day session.

During this course, teachers new to Year 6 will become familiar with and increase their understanding of the

process of finalising KS2 teacher assessment for writing and understand the expectations of the end of key

stage 2 reading test. Delegates will have the opportunity to discuss assessment and moderate their pupils’

work alongside other Year 6 teachers. They will also take away practical ideas for use in the classroom,

including an exciting unit of work based around engaging texts.   

Outcomes: Teachers will:

• Gain a clear understanding of the expectations for end of KS2 for writing and the Year 6 reading test

• Be reassured about subject knowledge and progression in the teaching of Year 6 skills across the year

• Be equipped to moderate pupils’ writing with confidence

• Gain a greater knowledge of quality texts that will inspire pupils’ writing skills and encourage effective

reading development

Audience: Teachers new to Year 6, KS2 leaders and English subject leaders

2020 – 2021 New to Year 6 

Dates: Times:

Session 1: Wednesday 8th July 2020 9.00am to 12.00 noon

Session 2: Wednesday 30th September 2020 9.15am to 3.30pm

Session 3: Monday 8th February 2021 9.00am to 12.00 noon

To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Venue: Bridgewater House, North Road, Ellesmere Port, CH65 1AF

Cost: £265+VAT per delegate for all 3 sessions

Lots of fab ideas
to use in class.

Year 6 teacher
Brook Acre 
C.P. School

Fantastic book and
excellent resources.

Leaving feeling more
knowledgeable in Y6 skills.

Year 6 teacher
Upton Heath CofE Primary

School



Date: Wednesday 18th November 2020  

Time: 9.15am to 3.30pm

Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester CH3 7PT

Cost: £175+VAT per delegate

To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Course description: This new reading course led by a consultant with in-depth experience of the KS2 SATs,

will address the high expectations for reading in the Year 6 reading test. Teachers will be guided through a

revision unit for reading based around high quality picture books and novels. Key reading strategies will be

investigated.

Outcomes: Teachers will:

• Gain a clear understanding of the expectations for the Year 6 reading test

• Be equipped to teach focused shared reading lessons using appropriate resources and texts

• Develop an understanding of key reading strategies that will support pupils’ reading progress

Audience: Year 6 teachers, subject leaders, teaching assistants

2020 – 2021 BRAND NEW Year 6 reading revision course

Such effective
strategies to support

children to develop their
comprehension skills. 
New ways to immerse 

children in a wider 
vocabulary.

Year 6 teacher
Acresfield Primary 

School

Brilliant session,
lots of real learning
ideas – presenter's

knowledge is 
inspiring.

Year 6 teacher
Eaves Primary 

School

Thank you so
much. This is one 
of the most useful 
courses that I have 

been on.

Year 6 teacher
Horn’s Mill Primary



Course description: Providing subject leaders with up-to-date information required to effectively lead their

subject in school. 

Twilight one: Monitoring of writing across school to ensure leaders have planned the curriculum 

effectively to build towards successful end points 

Twilight two: Developing a rigorous approach to teaching reading and 

how to implement a ‘deep dive’ across school 

Twilight three: Supporting with the accurate assessment of 

reading from EYFS to Y6

Outcomes: Teachers will:

• Explore writing endpoints and ways to raise expectations from EYFS to Y6 

• Review the teaching of reading in school

• Explore how to address gaps in reading knowledge and skills

• Take away resources to support staff in the development of reading

• Be exposed to a wide range of inspiring resources

• Have the opportunity to network with colleagues

• Be informed of English and Ofsted updates

Audience: Subject leaders or senior leaders

2020 – 2021 Subject leader twilight sessions

Many useful ideas 
I can use in school and 

clear actions which I feel 
confident in tackling.

Subject leader
Markland Hill 

Primary School

To book, please email: admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Dates: Twilight 1: Thursday 8th October 2020

Twilight 2: Thursday 4th March 2021

Twilight 3: Thursday 10th June 2021

Time: 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Venue: Oldfield Primary School, Green Lane, 

Vicars Cross, Chester CH3 5LB

Cost: £180+VAT per delegate for all 3 sessions

Excellent, 
up-to-date 
knowledge.

Subject leader
St Mary’s CofE 
Primary School

Very useful and 
thought-provoking

regarding phonics and 
early reading.

Subject leader
Sandiway Primary School



Course description: In-line with guidance from Ofsted, this new course will explore the implementation of

the reading and writing curricula. Leaders will focus on ensuring well-planned, sequential teaching of reading

and writing across school. The seven aspects of reading within the Ofsted handbook will be investigated.

Subject leaders will be supported to successfully evaluate phonics and reading systems across school.

Structures to evaluate the implementation and impact of the writing curriculum will be explored.  

Session 1 (full day): Exploration of reading and writing ‘deep dive’

Session 2 (half day):  Feedback and next steps following ‘deep dive’ gap task

Outcomes: Leaders will:

• Evaluate the impact of both their reading and writing curricula

• Investigate gaps in knowledge and skills for both reading and writing in their setting

• Develop strategies to enable gaps to be closed

• Complete a deep dive of reading and writing in their school

• Share good practice with colleagues

Audience: Subject leaders and senior leaders 

2020 – 2021 BRAND NEW In-depth implementation of reading and writing

Due to the 
enthusiasm and expertise 

of The Literacy Company, all
classroom-based staff have been

empowered to further improve the teaching 
of reading within the school. In addition to 
this, senior leaders are confident to use the 

deep dive approach within reading and 
other curriculum subjects to enhance and

enrich the learning of all children.

Headteacher
Sankey Valley St James' CE Primary

School, Warrington

To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Venues:

Meadowside Primary School ,

Clough Lane,

Warrington WA2 9PH

Holiday Inn Ellesmere Port,

Lower Mersey Street,

Ellesmere Port,

Cheshire CH65 2AL

Dates:

Session 1: 9.15am to 3.15pm

Wednesday 16th September 2020 

Session 2: 9am to 12 noon

Wednesday 11th November 2020 

Session 1: 9.15am to 3.15pm

Thursday 17th September 2020 

Session 2: 9am to 12 noon

Thursday 12th November 2020 

Cost: £225+VAT per delegate for 11/2 days of training



To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Course description: This brand new course comprises two autumn term sessions: an initial half day

followed by a twilight. The course, suggested for Year 7 teachers and KS3 English leaders, will support with

transition from Year 6 into Year 7, look at curriculum expectations, develop subject knowledge and explore

the mastery approach to teaching English. Delegates will take away a unit of work based on an engaging text

for teaching reading and writing for Year 7 pupils and have the opportunity to discuss assessment and

moderate their pupils’ work alongside colleagues. 

Outcomes: Teachers will:

• Gain a clear understanding of Y6 expectations for writing and how to make a smooth transition into Y7

• Be reassured about subject knowledge and progression in the teaching of vocabulary, grammar,

punctuation and spelling

• Gain a greater knowledge of quality texts that will inspire pupils’ writing skills 

and understand the teaching sequence using the mastery approach 

• Be equipped to moderate pupils’ writing with confidence

Audience: Teachers Year 7, KS3 leaders and English subject leaders

2020 – 2021 Mastery course for transition into Year 7

Dates: Times:

Session 1: Wednesday 16th September 2020  1.00pm to 4.00pm

Session 2: Wednesday 25th November 2020  2.30pm to 4.30pm

Venue: Bridgewater House, North Road, Ellesmere Port, CH65 1AF  

Cost: £150 +vat

The focus for the year
has been on writing skills and
the idea of ‘mastery’ is that

students recap the skills in everything
they do until it has been mastered. 
We are delighted with the progress 
the students have made. The project 
has proved to be a great success.

KS3 co-ordinator for English
Flint High

The session was
consistently engaging, 

well-paced and thoughtfully
presented. The scheme of work that 
was delivered was relevant and
beautifully resourced and I can
immediately see how it could 

benefit the Y7 students in our school.

Y7 Teacher
Queen’s Park High School



Date: Thursday 1st October 2020  

Time: 1.00pm to 4.00pm

Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester CH3 7PT

Cost: £90 +VAT per delegate

To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Course description: This half day course will provide teachers with an awareness of the phonic skills taught

during KS1 and a wealth of ideas to support application during transition into KS2. 

Through the use of an exciting and engaging text, teachers will leave with a variety of activities to recap and

apply previous phonic learning to ensure that pupils are ready to begin the Year 3 curriculum.

Outcomes: Delegates will:

• Explore the phases of phonics covered in the Letters and Sounds document

• Develop a range of teaching strategies to support children with application in reading and writing

• Leave with a unit of work to ensure pupils revisit and review key skills alongside the Year 3 curriculum

Audience: Subject leads, teachers and teaching assistants 

2020 – 2021 Phonics Transition for LKS2

Made me feel
more confident 

about going back 
into school and 

teaching phonics.

Teacher
Peartree Primary

It has prompted
my thinking of 
how I can work 

effectively back at 
school – thank you!

Teacher
Wrenbury Primary



Course description: Supporting teachers with accurate judgements for assessment in writing. Teachers will

be given the opportunity to moderate samples of writing and moderate their pupils’ writing. Working

alongside trained and qualified moderators, teachers will be given the opportunity to track the writing of

target pupils over the terms, and planning ideas to support independent writing for later in the spring term

will be shared. 

Outcomes: Teachers will:

• Feel equipped to return to school and make accurate judgements of their own pupils’ writing standards

• Be clear with next steps and take teaching ideas back to school to support pupils’ writing

Audience: Year 2 teachers, headteachers and senior leaders

2020 – 2021 Moderation and assessment of writing for year 2 

Year 2: Dates: Times:

Session 1: Thursday 26th November 2020 1.15pm to 4.00pm

Session 2: Wednesday 10th March 2021 1.15pm to 4.00pm

Session 3: Wednesday 16th June 2021 1.15pm to 4.00pm

To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Delivered by trained LA moderators

Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester, CH3 7PT

Cost: £180+VAT per delegate for all 3 year group sessions

Always come away
from LC courses with lots of

ideas about how to 
improve teaching and 
learning – thank you!

Year 2 teacher
St.Basil’s Catholic Primary 

School



Thank you 
so much for 
your advice. 

It is priceless!

Year 6 teacher
St Basil’s, Widnes

Another very useful
morning. Friendly and
approachable trainers. 

Always leave feeling more
confident and inspired.

Year 6 teacher
Sutton Green Primary

Course description: Supporting teachers with accurate judgements for assessment in writing. Teachers will

be given the opportunity to moderate samples of writing and moderate their pupils’ writing. Working

alongside trained and qualified moderators, teachers will be given the opportunity to track the writing of

target pupils over the terms, and planning ideas to support independent writing for later in the spring term

will be shared. 

Outcomes: Teachers will:

• Feel equipped to return to school and make accurate judgements of their own pupils’ writing standards

• Be clear with next steps and take teaching ideas back to school to support pupils’ writing

Audience: Year 6 teachers, headteachers and senior leaders

2020 – 2021 Moderation and assessment of writing for year 6 

Year 6: Dates: Times:

Session 1: Thursday 26th November 2020 9.00am to 11.45am

Session 2: Wednesday 10th March 2021 9.00am to 11.45am

Session 3: Wednesday 16th June 2021 9.00am to 11.45am

To book, please email:

admin@theliteracycompany.co.uk

Delivered by trained LA moderators

Venue: Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester, CH3 7PT

Cost: £180+VAT per delegate for all 3 year group sessions
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